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BROOME MEN’S SHED 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Community Services) [2.10 pm]: I would like to inform 
the house of the support this government has provided to the men’s shed movement in Western Australia. The 
first Western Australian men’s sheds were developed more than 10 years ago in the south west region. The 
Fremantle Men’s Community Shed was the first of its kind in metropolitan Perth and has been the model for 
several more men’s sheds, with its members ranging in age from nine to 90. The Australian Men’s Shed 
Association recognises as a men’s shed any community-based, non-profit, non-commercial organisation 
accessible to all men. The men’s shed movement has sustained impressive growth over the past few years and 
members may be surprised to know WAMSA presently supports 165 sheds across the state. Men’s sheds provide 
a friendly, safe environment for men to foster, maintain and expand their social networks, as well as carry out 
projects that can benefit themselves and the local community. 

I am proud that the state government, through the Departments of Local Government and Communities and 
Health, is pleased to have supported the Western Australian Men’s Shed Association with funding of 
$225 000 over the next two years to pilot a sector support service for men’s sheds within Western Australia. The 
pilot will focus on WAMSA helping the sector to develop its knowledge, skills and confidence to improve its 
performance and sustainability and to improve the physical, emotional and social health and wellbeing of men in 
the community. Research shows that many men find it hard to discuss their thoughts and emotions; the 
WA Men’s Shed Association has a proven track record of helping men of all ages connect with each other and 
the wider community. 

On Saturday I will open the new premises for the Broome Men’s Shed which is a community based, 
not-for-profit organisation, originally established in 2011 in a tiny backyard shed. The Broome Men’s Shed 
provides a unique environment for learning and communication and a sense of belonging for men with positive 
effects on their health and wellbeing. The Broome Men’s Shed is unique in its mentoring of young men, 
particularly disadvantaged youth, and the role it plays in assisting young people to develop new skills and 
a sense of belonging. It is very fitting that I open this new facility in Broome at the same time as launching 
National Youth Week, given the strong links this particular men’s shed has forged with young men living in 
Broome. I am proud to be a part of a Liberal–National government that is delivering such support to worthy 
groups such as the Western Australian Men’s Shed Association. 
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